McKay named new St. James General Manager

May, 2009 – Red Wing, Minn. – The St. James Hotel recently announced the appointment of Mike McKay as its new General Manager. 

McKay brings a wealth of general management experience to the St. James following a distinguished 35-year career in the corporate sector. He has held sales and general management positions at companies ranging from General Electric to Par Systems, a worldwide robotic automation company.  He is looking forward to his new position and is extremely excited about being a part of the St. James legacy. 

“The St. James Hotel is truly one of Red Wing’s finest jewels,” said McKay. “My goal is to polish it up a bit by making a few enhancements so that it continues to serve as the area’s premier dining, meeting, banquet and lodging establishment.” 

Among the improvements McKay will focus on is the Food & Beverage area. A newly expanded culinary staff, led by Executive Chef Michael Norman, will soon roll out a new spring menu and the hotel will be remodeling the Veranda Café and Patio this summer. Future plans also include enhancing the guestrooms and converting more rooms to Kings and Double/Doubles.  In addition, we’ll be adding a “Hoopskirt Hallway” leading from the courtyard to the porch overlooking the Mississippi River.

McKay’s ties to the community combined with his vast management experience made him the ideal candidate for the General Manager position according to Red Wing Shoe Company Chairman/CEO, Bill Sweasy, who headed up the selection committee.

“I am thrilled that Mike has agreed to join us,” said Sweasy “His leadership skills, professionalism and ability to manage and motivate people will make him a wonderful asset to the St. James. We feel very fortunate to have found a candidate with his level of experience and history in Red Wing, and we look forward to welcoming him to the St. James.”

McKay has lived in the Red Wing area for 17 years and has four grown children who attended Red Wing schools. He is active in the community and currently resides in nearby Wacouta with his wife Nancy, who is an artist. The 61-room historic St. James Hotel is located downtown Red Wing along the banks of the Mississippi River about an hour from the Twin Cities and Rochester, MN. With over 14,000 square feet of functioning space and complete conference and banquet services, the St. James is well suited for corporate meetings, retreats and conventions as well as for leisure visitors to the Red Wing area.

A member of Historic Inns of America, the property offers a rich, historic ambiance with thoroughly modern amenities including wireless internet access and Starbuck’s coffee served daily. Its award-winning restaurants include The Port, which serves dinner in a warm club-like atmosphere, the Veranda, a bright, airy cafe overlooking the Mississippi River, and Jimmy’s Pub, a turn-of-the-century club, which serves a wonderful selection of beers, wines and spirits, and offers entertainment on weekends.

For more information contact 651-338-2846 or from the Twin Cities metro area call 651-227-1800. 

