St. James named top state historic preservation project

May, 2006 – Red Wing, Minn. – The St. James Hotel has been named one of Minnesota’s top historic preservation projects by The Preservation Alliance of Minnesota. The alliance salutes 25 significant projects across Minnesota in an exhibit entitled, Minnesota Saved! A Quarter Century of Historic Preservation in Minnesota, which will tour the state throughout the next two years.

A panel of distinguished architects, historians and preservationists chose 25 projects in Minnesota that have significantly revitalized their communities through historic preservation.  “The purpose of Minnesota Saved! is to highlight these unique places and their contribution to local community revitalization,” noted Alliance Chair, Roger D. Randall. “While these 25 projects represent only a fraction of successful projects statewide, they were, in many cases, early examples of adaptive reuse and economic development stimulus. They are real world success stories and examples to others statewide who are working to preserve historic community assets.”

“We are very pleased to receive this distinguished award,” said St. James Hotel General Manager Kevin Osborn. “We have been very careful throughout the years to maintain the historic integrity of the St. James Hotel, and as we celebrate our 130th Anniversary, we are proud to continue to serve the community’s business and social needs in a friendly, yet highly professional manner.”

The St. James Hotel, an Italianate red brick structure, was designed in 1874 by Edward P. Bassford and served as the city’s primary business and social venue along Main Street’s commercial district.  A century later, the 61-room hotel was renovated to its original splendor by its current owner, the Red Wing Shoe Company. Its 61 guest rooms are all unique in design and décor, with each named after riverboats and featuring antique and reproduction furniture.  

The hotel’s restoration is credited with playing a significant role in the city’s historic downtown revival that began in the 1970s. In 2005 Red Wing was named a “Preserve America” city joining an elite group of communities from around the country that have been so designed by this Presidential initiative. 

The venerable St. James Hotel, a member of Historic Hotels of America, continues to offer guests comfortable accommodations, state-of-the-art meeting facilities, six distinct dining options and friendly, personalized service, completing the St. James’ “retreat” experience. Special events, wine-pairing dinners, monthly book signings and seasonal lodging packages are also available. For more information, please call 
1-800-252-1875 or 651-388-2846. 

Minnesota Saved! is one of many events commemorating the Preservation Alliance’s 25th anniversary in 2006.  It will be on exhibit at Minneapolis’ Mill City Museum in April, at Saint Paul’s Landmark Center in May and will move to Red Wing later in 2006. The St. James Hotel will also serve as the headquarters hotel for the 27th Annual Statewide Historic Preservation Conference Sept 28-29th, 2006.

The Alliance serves as Minnesota’s, nonprofit, historic preservation education and advocacy organization with a mission to preserve, protect, and promote Minnesota’s historic resources.  For more information about the Alliance and its programs, visit www.mnpreservation.org or call (651) 293-9047. 

